diagnosis, was eventually achieved (in Hess's account) by the Natural History School of Johann Lukas Schonlein, which is discussed in the last third of the book, following on from Johanna Bleker's standard work in this field. In the 1830s and 1840s Schonlein and his pupils developed a methodical concept of seeing disease as an ens sui generis, of describing its symptoms, exploring the underlying pathological processes (with chemistry, microscopy, and autopsy), and formulating "nosological units" in view of a future natural system. Under attack from the advocates of a purely physiological medicine (Physiologische Heilkunde) ' (pp. 3-14) . This is a study of three chapters (pp. 77-9) devoted to demonic possession, madness and epilepsy, from the third of the rGyud bzhi, the "Four Treatises" which are the foundation of Tibetan medicine. The author argues that Tibetan psychiatry is a complete tradition of aetiology, diagnosis and treatment, as well as a holistic system related to the Buddhist doctrine.
The second paper, 'Diagnosis and therapy according to the rGyud-bzi ' (pp. 17-35) , by Elisabeth Finckh, deals with 180 terms found in chapters 4 and 5 of the first of the "Four Treatises" concerning diagnosis (observation, feeling the pulse and questioning) and therapy (nutrition, behaviour and medicaments). This traditional classification is illustrated in two painted scrolls appended to Ronald Emmerick's paper in the same volume (pls ES 12-3).
In 'Past, present and future life in Tibetan medicine' (pp. 40-52), Trogawa Rinpoche discusses chapters 2 and 7 of the second of the rGyud bzhi, dealing with death and birth: presages of on-coming death, the intermediate experience between death and rebirth known as bar-do, and physical and environmental circumstances conditioning birth. 
